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PROTESTANT DISSENTING MINISTERS (IRELAND)':- . 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 6 July 1847; — for. 



COPIES “of any Correspondence since the 1 st day of January 1847, between 
the Non-Conforming or Protestant Dissenting Ministers in Ireland, 
and the Irish Gcvernment, or the Treasury, respecting any Increase to 
their Grant, or any Suspension of the Rules under which tlie Congregations 
have to pay certain Sums, before their Ministers can receive tlie Par- 
liamentary Grant.” 



COPY of a Letter from the Reverend James Morgan, Moderator of the 
General Assembly, to the Right Honourable Henry Lahoucliere, Chief Secretary 
for Ireland. 

Sir, Belfast, 14 February 1847. 

I NEED not inform you that the distress consequent upon the failure of the 
potato crop, has extended to the north of Ireland as well as to the south. Many 
congregations of the Assembly are suffering severely under this visitation, so much 
so, that it is impossible for them to comply this year with tlie rule wliich requires 
the payment of Sol. annual stipend to qualify them for the Royal Bounty being 
paid to their Ministers. AYithin a few days I have received applications from 
six Presbyteries, calling upon me to summon a meeting of the Assembly, that it 
may lay the distressed state of such congregations before the Government of the 
country. I expect many similar applications from other parts of the country. 
As yet I have abstained from calling the Assembly, because I am most reluctant 
to withdraw several hundred Ministers from their own parishes at such a time of 
distress, and because 1 trust it is only necessary to state our situation to you, and 
the other members of Her Majesty’s Government, in order to obtain a relaxation 
or suspension of the law in question, until Providence shall be pleased to relieve 
our suffering -people. In ordinary times our rich congregations might have aided 
their poor brethren, but these are so heavily burthened by contributions for the 
relief of the general distress, that they are unable to do so at present. My 
own congregation has lately subscribed above 1 , 000 /. for the destitute in other 
parts of the kingdom, besides bearing their proportion of local contributions. 
Our Ministers every where have been greatly tried ; they have done all they 
could by their pecuniary means and labours to feed the hungry, many of them 
far beyond their ability. — They are entitled to the greatest sympathy. — Instead of 
a reduction from their small salaries, an addition is urgently required. The 
National Board of Education have considered it necessary to increase the gra- 
tuities of a portion of their teachers, and other public bodies have done the same 
by their agents. But no class of men more need, or are better entitled to have 
their salaries increased, than the Presbyterian Ministers of Ireland. You are 
aware the average sum now is only 75 /. a year of the late Irish ciirrenc}’. I do 
trust a paternal Government will give a kind consideration to these suggestions. 
The experience of past kindness encourages me to indulge this hope. 1 have 
no doubt, did you fully know the difficulties of our Ministers on the one hand, 
and their usefulness in the country on the other, you would have something 
done effectually and speedily for their advantage. For our suffering people,! 
am thankful to be able to say, they are bearing their privations most patiently; 
in scarcely a single instance have they sought foreign assistance ; but wliile they 
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eudure as Cliristians, they are manfully putting forth their best energies to meet, 
and by the Divine blessing, surmount their present difficulties. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) James Morgan, 

Moderator of General Assembly. 



EXTRACT of a Letter from the Reverend Dr. Morgan to the Right 
Honourable Henry Lahouchere. 

London, 28 April 1847. 

Being in London, I take the liberty to inquire whether you can give me 
further information on the subject upon which I had the honour to address you 
at Dublin, from Belfast, as to the suspension for this year of the rule requiring 
each Presbyterian Minister to be paid 35 1 . by his congregation, in order to be 
qualified for receiving the Royal Bounty. I sought the suspension of this rule 
in the case of those congregations who are unable, from unwonted poverty, to 
comply with it. I know the greatest effort has been made to come up to it, but 
still 1 anticipate a deficiency, and I fear it may be greater next year, as some- 
thing had been done before the height of the present distress was felt. 



Mr. Laboiichere's Minute on the above. 



“ Write to Dr. Morgan, that I shall be glad to see him on Saturday, at 
two o’clock.” 



H. l: 



COPY of a Letter from the Right Honourable Henry Lahouchere to the 
Reverend Dr. Morgan. 

Sir, Irish Office, London, 14 July 1847. 

With reference to several communications, both personal and by letter, which 
I have received from you upon the subject of the suspension for this year of the 
rule requiring each Presbyterian Minister in Ireland to be paid 35/. by his 
congregation, in order that he may be qualified to receive the Royal Bounty, 
I have to say, that after making the fullest inquiry into the subject, I am not of 
opinion that I ought to recommend a measure which could only be justified by 
the most urgent and undeniable necessity. 

I am aware that this decision has been already notified to you some time ago 
by Mr. Mathews; but it seems to me desirable that it should, by this official 
letter, be put upon record. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) H. Lahouchere. 



No Correspondence appears to have passed with the Treasury on this subject. 
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